SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 2nd August 2004, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   R Downing






   "   D Gale






   "   Mrs I Gautier-Groom






   "   J Gurney






   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   G White

together with 2 Electors of the Town

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Frood, McMurdo, Goss, Wheatley and Blaine.

2.  VERBAL REPORT FROM INSPECTOR J MARIES  (41/04)

In the absence of Inspector Maries, and no apology had been received, there was no report.

RESOLVED:  That a letter of concern be sent to Inspector Maries this being the second consecutive meeting to which he had been invited but had not been present or sent an apology.

3.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(42/04)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Aldis


Planning Application  04/01257/FULL
Member's own 

property overlooks

the applicants site.

Cllr Mrs Gautier-Groom
Planning Application  BC/CC/2004/33
Member is a 

Town Council 

appointed Governor 

of Robert Peel Lower 

School.

Cllr Downing


Planning Application  04/01366/FULL
Applicant is a former











Business contact of 











Member.

3.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (42/04)

(CONTD)

Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business which may be transacted under Agenda item 9(b):-

Cllrs R Downing
C Osborne

        D Gale
M Petttitt

        J Gurney
M Scott

4. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS  (43/04)

(a)  Two members of Sandy Historical Research Group presented a Petition signed by 388 persons to the Mayor, calling for the retention of the property known as Magnolia House.

They then asked if Sandy Town Council knew what was the likelihood of a new Library being provided on the Jordans Yard site.

The Mayor thanked the Group for the Petition and said that he was unaware of any change in the planning situation.  Cllr Gurney said that he understood that a revised planning application had, or would soon be submitted and that this could include for the retention of both Magnolia House and the Chapel.  However nothing had been circulated for consultation as yet.

(b)  An elector enquired if Sandy Town Council intended to do anything to make the existence of the new cycleway to Bedford more widely known.

The Mayor replied that this was not a Town Council Project however he was sure that Members would wish to be involved in any proceedings in connection with a formal opening.

(c)  An elector enquired why the two small flower beds in front of the fence in Bedford Road Play Area had not been planted this year.

The Clerk advised that these were two additional areas that the Staffing Committee had indicated had been provided without Council approval and that as they could not be seen because of the wall on the road frontage, they should be removed.

RESOLVED:  That the Staffing Committee be requested to reconsider this matter during the coming year, even if to simply provide rose beds in the location.

(d)  An elector enquired if the Town Council had any plans to commemorate the 60th Anniversary and Victory in Europe Day in May 2005.

RESOLVED:  That this matter be referred to the Finance and General Purposes Committee for consideration.

(e)  An elector referred to the regular and flagrant abuse of the "no parking" regulations in Sandy High Street and outside the American Kebab take-away outlet.  A vehicle was parked on the double yellow lines and half on the pavement regularly and for extensive periods.

4. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (43/04) (CONTD)

It was thought that the vehicle a maroon Vauxhall Astra K333 HAN was providing a delivery service from the shop but its illegal parking was causing considerable traffic dangers at a very busy and narrow point in the High Street.

RESOLVED:  That this matter be referred to Bedfordshire Police.

5.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (44/04)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (45/04)

22.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of 


Bedfordshire Crimebeat at Milton House, Milton Ernest.

23.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, the Annual Meeting (Mayor Making) of St Ives 


Town Council.

27.6.04
With the Mayoress, attended Huntingdon Town Council's annual Civic Service.

2.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress joined the High Sheriff and Mrs Ibbett for Afternoon


Tea in their garden at Milton House.

3.7.04
With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Bedford Borough's Civic Reception,


Lunch and Twinning Ceremony which took place during the Bedford River


Festival.

4.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended the annual Civic Service and Parade of St 


Ives Town Council.

4.7.04
With the Mayoress was present at the Budgens Community Fun Day, which was


opened by the Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress.

8.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress was interviewed by Anglia TV as part of their 


feature on Sandy which was broadcast on 13th July.

10.7.04
Presented the prizes to the children who were winners in this year's Sandy 


Enhancement Group's Painting Competition.  The Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and 


Deputy Mayoress were also present.

11.7.04
With the Mayoress attended the Bedfordshire County Show at Old Warden Park.

12.7.04
Hosted with the Mayoress, a "Spend an Evening at Sandy" Reception at 10 


Cambridge Road attended by the High Sheriff, fourteen Mayors/Chairmen and a 


number of Town Councillors and partners.  Launched the new Town Council 


web-site during the evening.

15.7.04
Presented the Awards and certificates to the pupils at St Swithun's V C Lower 


School during their Leaver's Concert.  The Mayoress and Cllr Pettitt also 


attended.

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (45/04) (CONTD)

29.7.04
With the Mayoress attended the Royal Air Force Henlow Civic Dignatories Day.

30.7.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended the official opening of the new Youth Barn


Project at Manor Farm Family Centre in London Road.

31.7.04
Presented with petition, re-Magnolia House from the Sandy Historical Research 


Group.

DEPUTY MAYOR

4.7.04
Together with the Deputy Mayoress, opened and attended Budgens Family 


Community Charity Fun Day.

24.7.04
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the Beeston Methodist Church Flower 


Festival.

25.7.04
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the Beeston Methodist Church Flower 


Festival Church Service.

26.7.04
Welcomed the "Anglia in Bloom" judges to Sandy, in the Council Chamber.

The Mayoral communications were noted.

The Mayor referred to his visit to Manor Farm Family Centre on 30th July 2004 and said how impressed he had been with the range of work that was being undertaken there.  He wondered if Members would like to join him in a formal visit to the facility.

It was agreed that this should be arranged for an evening in the Autumn.

7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (46/04)

(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 21st June 2004
RESOLVED: (a)  That the minutes including Exempt Minute, Minute No: (38/04) which had been previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.


(b)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No: (38/04) remain as an Exempt Item.


MATTERS ARISING - SEE ITEM 8
(b)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th June 2004

RESOLVED:  That the minutes which had been previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS: There were none.

MATTERS ARISING - There were none.

(c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 5th July 2004
RESOLVED: That the minutes which had been previously circulated be approved and adopted. 

7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (46/04) (CONTD)

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

MATTERS ARISING:  There were none.

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th July 2004.

The Mayor indicated that the Planning Applications list had not been included with the Minutes.  A copy of this list had been tabled for each Member.

The Mayor also suggested that the first RESOLVED heading at the top of Page 3 of these Minutes was actually shown under the wrong item.

Instead of being shown as it was under "Drainage Improvements to Sunderland Road Playing Field, Sandy" 5(3), this resolution should actually have been under 5(2) "Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate.

RESOLVED:  That with the incorporation of these amendments the minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

MATTERS ARISING:  There were none.

8.  MATTERS ARISING (47/04)

(a)  "The Riddy" Local Nature Reserve - Approval of Byelaws (8.12.03) (69/03)

At long last the Byelaws have now been approved and signed by the Secretary of State.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(b)  Action Point Service - Re-organisation (1.3.04) (100/03)

Letter sent to Mr D Wilkinson re: costs of the Action Point Service.  Holding reply received.  "An officer has been asked to investigate this mater and reply to you as quickly as possible."

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

(c)  Parking on Grass Verges and Footways (10.5.04) (4/04)

Members are reminded of the responses received by Council Meeting on 21st June 2004 and also the written response from PC Howarth received by the same meeting.

RESOLVED:   That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (48/04)

(a)  Community Liaison Forum Meeting held on Monday 14th June 2004
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Forum which had been previously circulated were received.

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (48/04) (CONTD)

(b)  Meeting of Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group with the Headteacher of Sandy Upper School 20th July 2004

The notes of the meeting which had been previously circulated, were received.

The Mayor said that full notes would be available for the next meeting of the Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee by which time it was hoped that a number of outstanding questions would have been answered.

Cllr Gurney asked if a reply had been received to the two letters sent to the Head Teacher by the Council.

The Mayor said that a reply had been received regarding the "misunderstanding" about a new group and its representatives and this had been communicated to Members.

No reply had been received about the school's financial contribution.  Cllr Gurney said that the Working Group should be aware that the Governors of the school had still not considered any of the matters relative to this possible partnership and therefore some caution should perhaps be exercised at future meetings.

(c)  Cllr Downing reported on:

(i)  Good Afternoon Club.

(ii)  Mid Bedfordshire Council for Voluntary Service:  The organisation was currently investigating any benefits that might arise from incorporated status.

(iii) Sandy Youth Club Management Committee:  A great deal was going on in the Youth Club premises and although the conventional type of Youth Club was now only held on a Monday, the building was in use most days and evenings.  Physical changes had been made to the building to encompass the new disability regulations.

(iv)  The Talk of the Town Bus:  The Bus was being well used and out of hours hirings were on the increase.  The balance sheet was healthy.

(v)  The Open Meeting on Transport for the elderly held on 15th June 2004 had been well attended and a number of issues had been discussed.  A full report from the organisers was expected.

(vi) The Civilian Committee of the Air Training Corps had attended the recent Bedfordshire County Fair at Shuttleworth with a number of cadets and £495.00 had been raised for the Unit.

(vii) The Community Warnalarm now had 33 units in use, a further 21 could be issued on application.

Mrs Gautier-Groom said that she had attended the last Crime Prevention Panel Meeting substituting for Cllr Goss.  Those present had been shocked to hear that consideration was being given to imposing a £6.00 subscription on members of the Homewatch Groups in the East Mid Beds area.  It was thought that this would be the only area in the country where such a "charge" would be imposed.

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (48/04) (CONTD)

Members expressed real concerns regarding this suggestion and it was

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the County Homewatch Co-ordinator expressing concern at this proposal and the likely effect that such a charge would have on Homewatch schemes in Sandy.

Cllr Aldis reported on progress with the new Community Safety Forum and a number of initiatives which it was hoped that this Forum would launch.

Cllr Gurney said that the commencement of the work on construction of the athletics track at the Upper School had been delayed because the County Council had been unable to agree to sign the necessary legal documents.  This was most disappointing and could mean that construction would now not be able to commence until next summer.  It also meant that the construction of the fitness suite had similarly been delayed.

The reports from representatives were all noted.

10.  CLERK’S REPORT (49/04)

(1)  (a)  Accounts 01.04.04 to 30.06.04 

RESOLVED: That the list of Receipts and Payments for June 2004, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

(b)  Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 30.6.04

RESOLVED:  That the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for Quarter ended 30th June 2004 which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

(2)  Annual Accounts and Statement of Account Financial Year Ended 31st March 2004

To receive and approve the Annual Accounts and Statement of Account as submitted to the External Auditors.  Copy was attached.

RESOLVED:  That the Annual Accounts and Statement of Account be approved and adopted.  (SEE APPENDIX "A" ATTACHED)

(3)  Annual General Meeting of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils – Wednesday 20th October 2004 – Nominations for Election to County Committee

Cllr Blaine is currently a representative for the Mid Beds area on the County Committee.  He was nominated by Sandy Town Council.

The Town Council is requested to consider if it wishes to repeat this nomination.

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Blaine be re-nominated for continued membership of the County Committee of Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils.

10.  CLERK’S REPORT (49/04) (CONTD)

(4)  Disability Access, Sandy Town Centre, Beeston Footbridge Etc

Members have received by separate despatch an Invitation to an Open Meeting due to be held on Friday 10th September at 10.30am to consider the difficulties of disabled access to various shops and facilities in the Town Centre.

All Members are invited to be present.

A number of Members indicated their intention to be present, others said that they would if at all possible

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that Mrs B Pickering be advised of those Members who were likely to be present.

(5)  Rating Appeal and Re-Valuation – Market and Car Park

Members will recall that the successful Appeal recently lodged on behalf of the Council by the Land Agent working for Wendy Fair Markets gained the Council a considerable refund in Council Tax paid and interest on the overpayment.

For his work on behalf of the Council, the Agent has submitted an account for £750.00 including fees, travelling, expenses and disbursements.  A small fee for what was actually gained!  Council is requested to approve payment of this account as it has not previously been approved in the Annual Estimates.

RESOLVED:  That approval be given for this account to be paid from the actual accrued refund and interest already received (i.e. Capital Account).

11.  HANGING OF INDIVIDUAL PAST MEMBERS PHOTOGRAPHS IN COUNCIL OFFICES (50/04)

The Clerk's Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

After a full debate it was

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the photographs of ex Councillors Cope and Quince be displayed in the Committee Room in the position recommended by the Accommodation Working Group.

(b)  That the placement of any future individual photographs should be considered by Full Council on their merits and as the situation arises.

12.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (51/04)

There were none.

13.  PRESS RELEASE (52/04)

RESOLVED: That no press release is considered necessary.
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